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Dykens, Elisabeth May

POSITION TITLE
Professor

eRA COMMONS USER NAME

dykens2
EDUCATION/TRAINING (Begin with baccalaureate or other initial professional education, such as nursing, and include postdoctoral training.)
INSTITUTION AND LOCATION _DEGREE YEAR(S) FIELD OF STUDY
(if applicable)
Mt. Holyoke College, South Hadley, MA B.A. 1979 Psychology/Sociology
University of Kansas, Lawrence, KS M.A. 1983 Clinical Psychology
University of Kansas, Lawrence, KS Ph.D. 1985 Clinical Psychology

A. Positions and Honors
Positions and Employment

1984-1985
1985-1987
1987-1993
1988-1993
1993-1995
1993-1995
1995-1997
1997-2003
1997-2000
1999-2003
2001-2003
2003-pres
2003-pres
2005-pres

Predoctoral Fellow, Yale University School of Medicine, Child Study Center, New Haven, CT
Postdoctoral Fellow, Yale University School of Medicine, Child Study Center, New Haven, CT
Research Scientist, Yale University School of Medicine, Child Study Center, New Haven, CT
Staff Psychologist, RiverView Hospital for Children, Middletown, CT

Assistant Professor, Yale University School of Medicine, Child Study Center, New Haven, CT
Director, Office of Science, Law, and Social Policy; 1995 Special Olympics World Games
Visiting Assistant Professor, University of California at Los Angeles, Neuropsychiatric Institute
Associate Director for Research, UCLA Tarjan Center for Excellence in Developmental Disabilities
Associate Professor-in-Residence, UCLA Neuropsychiatric Institute, Child Psychiatry
Associate Director for Education and Training, UCLA Mental Retardation Research Center
Professor-in-Residence, UCLA Neuropsychiatric Institute, Child Psychiatry

Professor, Department of Psychology and Human Development, Vanderbilt University
Associate Director, Vanderbilt Kennedy Center for Research on Human Development
Director, Vanderbilt Kennedy University Center of Excellence on Developmental Disabilities

Memberships
Executive Committee, NICHD Gatlinburg Conference on Research in Mental Retardation; Scientific Advisory

Board, Prader-Willi Syndrome Association (USA); Professional Advisory Committee, 5p- Society (Cri-du-Chat
syndrome); Science Board of PRISMS: Parents and Researchers Interested in Smith-Magenis Syndrome;
American Academy on Mental Retardation; American Association on Intellectual and Developmental
Disabilities; International Association for the Scientific Study of Intellectual Disabilities; Associate Editor,
American Journal of Mental Retardation; Associate Editor, International Review of Research in Mental
Retardation; License to practice psychology in Tennessee

Honors and Awards

Phi Beta Kappa; Magna Cum Laude; Sigma Xi Scientific Society; Sara Williston Honorary Scholar; Mary Lyon
Scholar in Psychology; University of Kansas Fellowship
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C. Research Support

Ongoing Research Support

RO1HD 035684 - Dykens (PI) 08/01/97-03/31/08

NIH/NICHD

Prader-Willi Syndrome: Correlates of Compulsivity

The major goal is to examine the development and environmental and biological correlates of compulsive like
behavior in persons with Prader-Willi syndrome.

Role: PI

P30 HD 15052 - Levitt (PI) 07/01/03-06/30/09

NIH/NICHD

John F. Kennedy Center for Mental Retardation

This grant provides core support for the Mental Retardation Research Center at Vanderbilt University.
Role: Director of Core D: Clinical Research and Outreach Services

90DD095- Dykens (P1) 09/01/05-08/31/10

ADD

University Center of Excellence on Developmental Disabilities

This grant provides core support for service, outreach, research, training and dissemination activities
Role: PI

Dykens (PI) 05/01/04-04/31/08

Vanderbilt University Discovery Award

Music and Anxiety in Williams Syndrome

This study uses ERP and fMRI to examine emotional responsivity, and music and sound processing in persons
with Williams syndrome and controls.

Role: PI

Completed Research Support

Dykens (PI)
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Prader-Willi Syndrome Association 06/01/04-05/31/06
Use of psychotropic medications in PWS
This pilot study applies advances in pharmacogenetics to shed new light on the variable responses to
psychotropic treatment that we see in PWS.
Role: PI
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